
I see now that our light, our 
witness, is very distant in the 
U.S. and western world.  We 
have smooth, fast roads, with 
fences 10 meters or more from 
the road – to keep cattle well 
away from the road.  We have 
automatic garage door open-
ers.  Many do not even know 
their neighbors.  But the light 
of a village can be a powerful 
witness. 
 
Light is not only a witness, 
and this brings us to the sec-
ond point:  Light is a vision. 
 
This vision is not only of 
prophesy, but of the faith and 
convictions which propel us 
forward.  It is like the book of 
Acts, in which 1:8 speaks of 
being witnesses in Jerusalem, 
Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.  This is a 
vision the followers of Christ 
have been fulfilling for 2000 
years. 
 
Light received as vision al-
lows believers to Trust God 
(not being distracted and 
turned away by fears), to 
Walk by Faith, to do great 
things for God.  I think of 
many Biblical examples, such 
as Joshua and the people 
bringing down the walls of 
Jericho.  Light as a vision al-
lows followers to open their 
arms – to be fitted for a cross, 
and to take it up.  Light pro-
vides vision. 
 
Thirdly, Light is a symbol of 
purity.  God is light – in Him 
there is no darkness.  This is 
the ultimate purity.  In Revela-
tion it is recorded that God 
will be their light, and there 
will be no darkness.  Light as 
purity means light is a meas-
urement.   
Contd. Pg.2, Col.1                   

What you are doing here is 
amazing!  You are a bright 
light – shining in the world – 
shining like stars in the uni-
verse (Php. 2).  You are dar-
ing – often taking the diffi-
cult path – sharing the Gos-
pel, even in dangerous times 
and places.  Thank you for 
being wonderful ambassa-
dors for Christ! 
 
The Gospel is growing in 
India.  I am told by an Evan-
gelism consultant that India 
is approaching the 10% 
threshold of Christianity.  It 
has been suggested that new 
churches are needed greatly 
– that 1 million new Chris-
tian churches in India would 
not be enough to meet the 
need in the next 10 years.  
Wow! 
 
In America, Christian 
churches are closing.  There 
is little evangelism, and 
there is much resistance to 
the Gospel.  People think 
they have everything under 
control.  As a percentage of 
the population, Christianity 
is shrinking in the U.S. and 
other Western countries.  
And so, we seek to learn 
from you.  We need you to 
share your stories of growth 
and encouragement.  The 
western world is watching, 
as the light in India contin-
ues growing brighter. 
 
Great is the glory of God, 
when you become as light, 
influencing the community 
around you for good.  The 
influence of Christ in your 
life, when you act upon it – 
this is how you are the light 
of the world!  The light of 
the Gospel shines in our 
lives as we live into the 
Good News of Jesus Christ, 

heralding his Kingdom com-
ing, repenting, and living in 
joy.  It seems there are sev-
eral things we can speak 
about in seeking to compre-
hend the light… 
 
First, Light is a Witness.  
Witness comes from the 
Greek word from which we 
get the English word, 
“martyr”.  A martyr is a wit-
ness, often meaning one who 
loses their earthly life be-
cause of their earthly wit-
ness.  But Great is their re-
ward in Heaven. 
 
What you are doing in India, 
and in the places you are 
going as missionaries, is a 
great witness.  This is much 
more challenging and dan-
gerous than what Christians 
face in the Western world.  
Truly, your Light is a great 
Witness to faith in Jesus. 
 
If we think of the first men-
tion of light, we find that 
God spoke it into existence 
on the first day of creation.  
It is amazing to think about 
what light does, and how it 
changes everything. 
 
Without light, there would 
be no color.  Without light, 
we would live very differ-
ently.  Without light, there 
would be no written word.  
Light is a witness to a Crea-
tor God.  Truly light changes 
things, makes things possi-
ble. 
 
1John 1 is a witness to the 
light – a truly amazing wit-
ness.  God is light.  Those 
who are in that light, walk in 
fellowship, and are cleansed 
of sin – this is the most won-
derful news. 
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Contd. From Page.1/- 
 
God has no darkness, and is thus 100% pure.  
Pure light cannot be measured.  If any part is 
not light, then it is not pure. 
 
Light is a witness, a vision, a symbol of pu-
rity, and fourthly, Light Moves Us. 
 
Light takes up residence within.  Light guides, 
gives strength, and transforms.  The light of 
Christ does not leave us unchanged, 
nor unmoved.  Light makes it clear 
that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life.  There is no other way to 
the True God. 
 
1Peter 2:10 says you were called 
out of darkness into light.  We are 
transformed by the light – moved to 
Love.  This is the story of the Good 
Samaritan – of amazing love – be-
yond all expectation. 
 
I am moved by your light – by your closeness.  
Not just closeness in public transport, and 
along the road.  You are a people with bright 
eyes and pure hearts.  Truly a witness.  Truly 
a vision to behold.  Truly moving! 
 
There is much more that can be said about the 
light.  We all know that when Christians speak 
of Jesus and what He means to our lives – that 
eyes light up – and the whole face as well. 
 
So, I would not want to leave out a final point 
– that Light brings Joy.  Joy will be a main 
feature of the message tomorrow morning.  
There is joy when one sinner repents.  There 
is joy at salvation.  Being in the marvelous 
Light of Christ is the greatest place to be.  It is 

joy beyond the greatest of fireworks celebra-
tions.  But like fireworks, it must be placed 
where it can be seen – otherwise it is useless. 
 
In the Pacific Northwest of the USA, and in 
places where there is much rain, snow, and 
overcast skies – there is very little sunshine 
during certain seasons – especially in the win-
ter.  People in these places are often diag-
nosed with Seasonal Affective Disorder 
(SAD), and take medicines for depression, 

and have doctor orders to turn on much 
light in their living spaces – including 
Ultra-Violet (UV) lamps which warm 
the skin. 
 
People without Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior are also in darkness.  They are 
much depressed in thinking of their fu-
ture.  But when the light of Christ 
shines upon them, they will never be 
able to embrace the darkness.  If that 

light is missing, they will search for it with all 
their heart.  When you lay foundations stones, 
when you help develop peoples, when you 
seek to do the will of God – the light of Christ 
is shining in you.  You have the joy of shar-
ing that light – to be a witness – like John the 
Baptizer.  You are the light that God loves to 
see shining. 
 
Jesus says, “You are the light of the world… 
Let your light shine before others.”  This light 
is beautiful – a witness, a vision, pure, mov-
ing people, bringing joy!  This is reflecting 
Christ to the world.  Please continue!  In the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Rev. Dr. Richard Howell, General Secretary, Evan-
gelical Fellowship of India released a Press State-
ment on May 18, 2009 on the result of the recent 
General Election of the Lok Sabha and congratulate 
Manmohan Singh and his UPA allies for the re-
sounding victory they have achieved leaving the 
over-confident BJP and its cohorts utterly con-
founded. 

Dr. Howell goes on to say that many political pun-
dits also spoke of an X factor in the verdict of Elec-
tion 2009. The Evangelical Fellowship of India 
(EFI) believes that this X Factor is God. EFI be-
lieves that this verdict is also an answer to much 
prayer especially after Kandhamal, Orissa. God does 
hear prayer and delivers. 

Outlook Election Extra could not resist the banner 
headline KING IS SINGH under the header History! 
Non-Gandhi Manmohan stars in biggest Congress 

win since 1977. EFI congratulates 
Dr. Manmohan Singh on his 
achievement of what only Nehru 
accomplished before returned to 
power after a full term as Prime 
Minister of independent India. 
However, it is God who continues 
to be seated on the throne over all nations including 
our dear India. [Psalm 47:8, 9]  

EFI calls on the Indian Christians community to 
pray first of all for our rulers, as commanded by 
God. Pray with thanksgiving for the Congress lead-
ers to be humble and work to be worthy of the man-
date given by the Indian electorate. Pray for wisdom 
in government formation. Pray that righteous 
women and men will be given positions of authority 
for nothing exalts a nation like righteousness. Pray 
for the shalom peace, security, prosperity of India. 
Jai Hind!  

EFI Congratulates Manmohan Singh 
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At the very outset, I greet all the readers of this news 
letter in the precious name of Jesus Christ our Lord and 
saviour. It is indeed a privilege for me to meet you 
through this news letter. 
 
To begin with, I should say that in fact ECCI has been a 
missionary church from its conception. It was in 1910 
that Pu Watkin Robert and Pu Frasser from England ini-
tiated the missionary work in this region (south district) of 
Manipur. Next to them were Pu Vanzika, Pu Savawma 
and Pu Thangchhinpuia from Mizoram; who dedicated 
their lives for the extension of God’s kingdom in the re-
gion. Though from Mizoram, I prefer to call them native 
missionaries, as we are of the same patrimonial blood. 
They were not highly educated or trained, yet were in-
strumental in bringing the light of the gospel and in the 
conversion of the whole region to Christ. This is the 
Lord’s doing and is marvellous in our eyes, HALLE-
LUYAH! Truly we are very much indebted to them. 
 
We thank the Lord and express our gratitude to our past 
leaders for it is through their guidance and inspiration 
that we are able to keep up this vision and follow their 
footsteps. By the grace of God, till now EC Church India 
has been instrumental in reaching others with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ in different parts of the country and  its 
neighbouring countries such as Nepal, Myanmar, Bhutan 
and Bangladesh, and will reaching in the days to come 
too. The Church in Nepal (ECCN) has been growing and 
have now become one of the international EC Church. 
Praise the Lord! 
 
Given below are some of the points for praise and 
prayer. Thank you once again for always being with us in 
this venture (Missio Dei ). 
 
Mission field statistics according to 2008 census. 
Full Time Missionaries- 57; associate missionaries- 47; 
contract missionaries- 45; partnership missionaries- 17; 
total no of missionaries- 166; number of mission stations
- 68; new of converts during the year 2008- 327; baptism
- 169; EC Church members in the mission fields- 3145. 
 
Department’s budget for the year 2009 

Missionaries’ salary :Rs.6,212,577 (rupees sixty-two 
lakh twelve thousand five hundred and seventy-
seven only) 

Mission field project :Rs. 3,954076 (rupees thity-nine 
lakh fifty-four thousand and seventy-six only) 

 
Total: Rs.10166653 (Rupees one crore one lakh 

sixty-six thousand six-hundred and fifty-three 
only) 

Honestly, we covet your earnest prayer so that we may 
reach our budget 
 
Plan for the year 2009  

To raise hundred new mission club members, 
to raise hundred new prayer partners who’ll be will-

ing to keep partnership missionary box in their 
home and 

 to conduct 4 days each of missionary training some-
where in Assam and West Bengal. 

 
Needs in our Mission Department 

The department is in urgent need of a good digital 
camera for documentation of its mission field 
activities, the estimated minimum amount is Rs. 
15,000 (rupees fifteen thousand). 

The department is in need of a four wheeler for field 
visits and team work, estimated amount, Rs.6, 
00,000 (six lakh). 

We are in urgent need of land for church construc-
tion in Silliguri, West Bengal as till now the 
church is function in a rented house, the mini-
mum  estimated amount is Rs. 1,00,000 (one 
lakh). 

 
How you can take part in the missionary work of 
ECCI: 

By praying regularly and also forming cell group to 
pray for the missionary work of ECCI 

By being a Mission Club member of ECCI: 
Diamond membership:Rs.3,000 (Rs. 750 a year.) 
Gold membership: Rs. 2,000 (Rs. 500 a year.) 
Silver membership: Rs. 1,000 (or Rs. 250 a year.) 

On completion, club members are honored with an ap-
preciation certificate in recognition of their concerned for 
the extension of God’s kingdom. 

By contributing through Partnership Missionary Box. 
By giving monthly financial support to our missionar-

ies. 
By giving financial support to our mission field pro-

jects. 
By contributing certain amounts for the purchase of 

land for church construction in our mission 
fields. 

By contributing certain amounts for construction of 
church building in our mission fields. 

By giving financial support to our theological stu-
dents at ECT 

Partial support:   Rs. 300-1000 
Full support:   Rs. 1500-2000. 

At present the department is supporting two M.Div and 
two B.Th students at ECT. 
 
Last but not the least, the Mission Department ECCI 
strongly believes in partnership and net working  as 
the mandate for mission.  As such, we are fully commit-
ted and opened to link with any like-minded individuals, 
cell groups, organizations and churches. 
 
Yours in the Mission of God 
Sd/- 
Rev.L.B.Angam 
Mission Director, ECCI 
Contact No:  9862353572 
Email: angam@ecchurch.co.in/lb.angam@gmail.com 
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